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ABSTRACT

Sports law in India has seen significant developments in recent years, driven by the country's
increasing passion for sports and the commercialization of the industry. The study provides an
overview of contemporary issues in Indian sports law, drawing insights from relevant Indian case laws.
The focus is on how the Indian judiciary has addressed challenges and provided opportunities for the
regulation and growth of sports in the country.

One of the primary concerns in Indian sports law is athlete welfare and safety. The case of Mohd. Jafar
Igbal v. Union of India & Ors (2019) exemplifies how the Delhi High Court directed sports authorities to
implement stringent safety measures in contact sports like boxing and wrestling to reduce the risk of
injuries during training and competitions. This case highlights the need for sports bodies and
federations to prioritize athlete well-being while preserving the essence of the sport.

Doping remains a significant issue in Indian sports, affecting the integrity of competitions and
athletes' health. The case of Narsingh Yadav v. National Anti-Doping Agency & Ors (2016)
demonstrates the importance of strict adherence to anti-doping regulations. Upholding the World
Anti-Doping Agency's (WADA) decision to ban Narsingh Yadav for testing positive for a banned
substance, the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) emphasized the need for education and
awareness among athletes to prevent doping violations.

Governance and corruption within sports organizations have been subjects of public scrutiny. In Rahul
Mehra v. Union of India (2016), the Delhi High Court ordered the Delhi and District Cricket Association
(DDCA) to implement the Lodha Committee's recommendations, emphasizing the role of the judiciary
in ensuring good governance, transparency, and accountability in sports administration.

The rise of esports in India has presented new legal challenges. While case laws explicitly addressing
esports issues are limited, various arbitration cases have arisen between players and organizations,
emphasizing the importance of clear contractual terms and dispute resolution mechanisms.

In conclusion, Indian sports law has evolved significantly to address contemporary issues concerning
athlete welfare, doping, governance, commercialization, gender equality, esports, and player
contracts. The Indian judiciary's role in interpreting and enforcing sports laws has been instrumental in
shaping the legal landscape of Indian sports. As the sports industry continues to grow and face new
challenges, collaborative efforts among stakeholders, policymakers, and legal practitioners are
essential to strengthen the regulatory framework and ensure the integrity and growth of sports in
India.

INTRODUCTION Traditional sports like kabaddi, kho-kho, and
) ] wrestling have deep roots in Indian society.
L Background of sports law in India . . o .

However, it was during the British colonial era
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that modern sports were introduced in India.
British colonial officers and missionaries played
a crucial role in bringing sports such as cricket,
football, and hockey to the country.

During the colonial period, sports in India were
organized primarily by British-run institutions
and clubs. The emphasis was on recreational
and amateur sports, and there was limited legal
and regulatory framework governing sports
activities. The Indian sporting landscape began
to evolve after independence in 1947, with the
establishment of various sports bodies and the
gradual promotion of sports at the national
level.

A. Early Regulatory Initiatives

In the post-independence erq, India recognized
the need for organizing and promoting sports at
the national level. The Sports Authority of India
(SAl) was established in 1982 by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports to oversee the
development of sports and sports infrastructure
in the country. SAl played a pivotal role in
nurturing young talent and supporting elite
athletes to compete at the international level.
During this time, various sports federations were
also formed to regulate and govern specific
sports disciplines. The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), established in 1928,
became one of the most prominent sports
bodies in India, managing and regulating
cricket, the nation's most popular sport.

B. Legal Framework for Sports in India

The legal framework for sports in India started
to take shape with the passing of the National
Sports Policy in 1984. This policy aimed to
encourage mass participation in  sports,
enhance sports infrastructure, and promote
excellence in sports at the national and
international levels. It laid the foundation for the
government's role in sports development and
introduced various schemes and programs to
support athletes and sports infrastructure. In
2006, the Indian government enacted the
National Sports Development Code (NSDC) to
bring transparency, accountability, and
uniformity in sports governance. The NSDC laid
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down guidelines and criteria for the recognition
of national sports federations, their
constitutions, elections, and overall functioning.

C. Sports Law and the Indian Constitution
The Indian Constitution does not explicitly
mention sports as a subject of legislation.
However, sports are considered under the State
List in the Seventh Schedule, which means that
individual states have the power to legislate on
matters related to sports within their jurisdiction.
This distribution of legislative powers has led to
varying sports policies and regulations in
different states. The Indian judiciary has also
played a significant role in shaping sports law in
the country. Courts have often intervened in
cases related to athlete welfare, disputes within
sports bodies, and issues of corruption and
maladministration in sports organizations.

. Growing Passion for Sports and
Commercialization in India

Sports have always held a special place in
Indian culture, with traditional games and
sports deeply ingrained in the country's social
fabric. However, in recent years, there has been
a significant surge in the passion for sports in
India, fueled by various factors such as
increased media coverage, the success of
Indian athletes on the global stage, and the
advent of professional sports leagues.
Alongside this growing passion, there has been
a remarkable rise in the commercialization of
sports, transforming the sports industry into a
multi-billion-dollar business in the country.

A. Rise of Sports Culture

India’'s fascination with sports is evident from
the vast viewership and fan following for sports
events across the nation. Cricket, in particular,
enjoys unparalleled  popularity and s
considered more than just a sport; it is a religion
for millions of cricket enthusiasts. The
achievements of Indian cricket teams,
especially in international tournaments like the
ICC Cricket World Cup and the Indian Premier
League (IPL), have fueled the nation's passion
for the game. Moreover, other sports like
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football, kabaddi, hockey, badminton, and
wrestling have witnessed increased interest and
participation. The success of athletes like Saina
Nehwal, PV Sindhu, Mary Kom, and Sushil Kumar,
among others, has inspired a new generation of
sports enthusiasts to pursue their dreams in
diverse sports disciplines.

B. Role of Media and Digital Platforms

The advent of digital media and the
proliferation of sports broadcasting have
played a crucial role in the popularity of sports
in India. The coverage of sports events,
especially cricket, on television and online
platforms has exponentially increased over the
years, bringing the excitement and fervor of
sports directly to the homes of millions. This
media exposure has not only contributed to the
growth of fan bases but has also attracted
significant sponsorships and investments in
sports.

C.Commercialization of Sports

The growing passion for sports in India has
coincided with a significant increase in the
commercialization of sports. Sports that were
once considered amateur activities have now
become a Dbillion-dollar industry. Various
revenue streams, including broadcasting rights,
sponsorships, merchandise sales, ticketing, and
licensing deals, have contributed to the
commercial success of sports in the country.
Corporate giants and brands view sports as an
attractive avenue for marketing and brand
promotion, leading to substantial sponsorships
and endorsement deals with athletes and
teams. This influx of financial support has not
only provided financial security to athletes but
has also led to improvements in training
facilities, sports infrastructure, and overall sports
development.

ATHLETE WELFARE AND SAFETY

L Overview of athlete safety concerns in
Indian sports

As the passion for sports continues to grow and
professional sports leagues gain immense

510 | Page

popularity, there arises a pressing concern that
demands immediate attention - ensuring the
safety and well-being of athletes. Athlete safety
encompasses both physical and mental
aspects, and addressing these concerns is
critical for creating a conducive environment
that nurtures talent, fosters fair play, and
upholds the integrity of sports.

A. Inadequate Infrastructure and Medical
Support:

Despite the progress made in developing sports
infrastructure in India, there remains a
significant gap in providing adequate facilities
and medical support at various levels of sports.
Grassroots sports facilities often suffer from
being underfunded and ill-equipped to handle
injuries effectively. The absence of certified
sports medicine professionals and accessible
medical facilities hampers timely and
appropriate treatment for injured athletes.

B. Lack of Safeguarding Measures:

In certain instances, especially in youth sports,
athletes may be susceptible to abuse,
exploitation, or harassment within sports
environments. The absence of robust
safeguarding measures and clear guidelines
leaves athletes vulnerable to potential harm.
Implementing comprehensive safeguarding
policies and education programs is imperative
to create a safe and secure sporting
environment that protects the physical and
emotional well-being of athletes.

C. Doping and Substance Abuse:

The use of performance-enhancing substances
poses grave threats to athletes’ health and
tarnishes the integrity of sports. Despite efforts
to combat doping, India has witnessed
instances of athletes testing positive for banned
substances. Strengthening anti-doping
education, testing, and enforcement measures
is crucial to protect athletes from the dangers of
doping and ensure fair competition.
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D. Mental Health and Well-being:

The mental health of athletes is a crucial aspect
of their overall well-being. The pressures of
competition, coping with injuries, and managing
performance expectations can have significant
mental health implications. Creating awareness
about mental health issues, offering access to
counseling services, and fostering a supportive
environment are essential to address mental
health concerns in sports.

Il Case Study: Mohd. Jafar Igbal v. Union
of India & Ors (2019)

A. Background:

Mohd. Jafar Igbal, a professional boxer in Indig,
filed a writ petition before the Delhi High Court
against the Union of India and other concerned
authorities in 2019. The petition highlighted
significant concerns regarding athlete safety
and the lack of adequate safety measures in
contact sports, particularly boxing and
wrestling.

B. Issue:

The primary issue addressed in the case was
the safety of athletes, specifically in contact
sports like boxing and wrestling. The petitioner
raised concerns about the absence of sufficient
safety protocols and guidelines to protect
athletes from injuries during training and
competitions.

C. Key Events and Arguments:

Insufficient Safety Measures: The petitioner,
Mohd. Jafar Igbal, contended that contact
sports like boxing and wrestling pose inherent
risks to athletes due to the physical nature of
these sports. However, he argued that the
concerned sports authorities, including the
Sports Authority of India (SAI) and relevant
sports federations, had failed to implement
adequate safety measures and guidelines to
mitigate these risks.

Lack of Medical Support: The petitioner also
raised concerns about the lack of proper
medical support and facilities in sports training
centers and stadiums. He argued that the
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absence of certified sports medicine
professionals and well-equipped medical
facilities hindered the timely and appropriate
treatment of injuries sustained by athletes
during training and competitions.

D. Delhi High Court’s Decision:

After hearing the arguments presented by both
parties, the Delhi High Court delivered a
landmark judgment in favor of the petitioner,
Mohd. Jafar Igbal. The court acknowledged the
importance of athlete safety in contact sports
and highlighted the responsibility of sports
authorities to ensure proper safety measures
are in place. The court directed the concerned
authorities, including the Sports Authority of
India and relevant sports federations, to
implement stringent safety protocols and
guidelines for contact sports like boxing and
wrestling. The court emphasized the need for
comprehensive safety measures to protect
athletes from injuries during training and
competitions. Additionally, the court directed
the authorities to ensure the availability of
certified sports medicine professionals and
well-equipped medical facilities at sports
training centers and stadiums. The aim was to
provide timely and appropriate medical
attention to athletes in the event of injuries.

E. Impact and Significance:

The judgment in Mohd. Jafar Igbal v. Union of
India & Ors (2019) had a significant impact on
athlete safety in Indian sports, particularly in
contact sports. The court's directives compelled
sports authorities to prioritize athlete welfare
and take concrete steps to enhance safety
measures. The implementation of stringent
safety protocols and the availability of certified
medical support have contributed to creating a
safer environment for athletes to participate
and excel in their chosen sports. The case
served as a precedent and reminder to sports
organizations and governing bodies to fulfill
their legal obligations and responsibilities
towards athlete safety. It underscored the
importance of proactive measures to protect
athletes’ physical well-being and the need to
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continually evolve and update safety standards
to address the unique challenges posed by
different sports. Overall, the case of Mohd. Jafar
Igbal v. Union of India & Ors (2019) stands as a
landmark judgment that reiterates the
significance of athlete safety in Indian sports
and reinforces the commitment of the judiciary
in promoting and protecting the welfare of
athletes.

DOPING AND ANTI-DOPING REGULATIONS

I Upholding WADA's Decision and the
Significance of Anti-Doping Education

The fight against doping in sports is a critical
aspect of preserving fair competition and
upholding the integrity of athletic endeavors. To
combat the use of performance-enhancing
substances, the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) plays a central role in establishing and
enforcing anti-doping regulations globally.
Upholding  WADA's  decisions and the
implementation of effective anti-doping
education are essential components in the
ongoing battle against doping, ensuring a level
playing field for athletes and safeguarding the
spirit of sportsmanship.

A. WADA's Role in Anti-Doping:

Established in 1999, WADA is an independent
international  organization responsible for
promoting, coordinating, and monitoring the
fight against doping in sports’®’. WADA's main
objectives include developing the World Anti-
Doping Code, harmonizing anti-doping policies
and practices worldwide, and coordinating
anti-doping efforts across sports organizations
and national anti-doping agencies.

B. The World Anti-Doping Code:

The World Anti-Doping Code is the core
document that provides the framework for anti-
doping policies, rules, and regulations globally.
It sets out the standards for testing, sanctions,
therapeutic use exemptions, and other anti-
doping measures. Adherence to the Code is

77The WADA Code and the Implementation of Anti-Doping Policy in
National Sports Law
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mandatory for all sports organizations and
athletes, making it a fundamental instrument in
the pursuit of clean and fair sport.

C.Upholding WADA's Decisions:

When an athlete is found to have violated anti-
doping rules, the case is adjudicated by the
relevant sports disciplinary bodies or the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS). Upholding WADA's
decisions involves ensuring that the appropriate
sanctions, as per the World Anti-Doping Code,
are applied to athletes who have committed
anti-doping violations. The Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS)7™® plays a crucial role in
resolving anti-doping disputes. CAS is an
independent institution specializing in sports
arbitration, and its decisions are final and
binding on all parties. When an athlete appeals
a doping sanction or other anti-doping
decisions, CAS reviews the evidence,
arguments, and applicable anti-doping
regulations before issuing its verdict. Upholding
WADA's decisions through CAS or other sports
disciplinary bodies is vital in sending a clear
message that anti-doping violations will not be
tolerated. It reinforces the commitment to clean
and fair competition and helps maintain public
trust in the integrity of sports.

1. The
Education:
While enforcing anti-doping regulations is
crucial, the significance of anti-doping
education cannot be overstated. Educating
athletes, coaches, medical personnel, and other
stakeholders about the dangers and
consequences of doping is an essential
preventive measure. Anti-doping education
helps raise awareness about the risks
associated with performance-enhancing
substances and the detrimental effects they
can have on an athlete's health and reputation.
It empowers athletes to make informed
decisions about their choices, promotes the
value of clean sport, and fosters a culture of
integrity and ethics in sports.

Significance of Anti-Doping

78 The Anti-Doping Crisis in Sport: Causes, Consequences, Solutions
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. Key aspects of anti-doping education
include:

A. Doping Prevention: Education programs
focus on preventing athletes from engaging in
doping practices. By providing information on
prohibited substances, the risks of doping, and
the importance of adhering to anti-doping
rules, athletes are encouraged to stay clean
and avoid temptations that could compromise
their careers.

B. Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUES):
Educating athletes and medical personnel
about the process of obtaining Therapeutic Use
Exemptions for legitimate medical treatments is
essential. TUEs allow athletes to use prohibited
substances under strict conditions, provided
they have genuine medical needs.

C. Doping Control Procedures: Athletes are
educated about the doping control process,
including sample collection procedures, rights,
and responsibilities during testing, and the
consequences of refusing or evading testing.

D. Ethical Decision-Making: Anti-doping
education also emphasizes the importance of
ethical decision-making in sports. Athletes are
encouraged to consider the long-term
consequences of their actions and the impact
of doping on their health, reputation, and the
integrity of the sport.

Iv. Case Study: Narsingh Yadav v. National
Anti-Doping Agency & Ors (2016)

A. Background:

Narsingh Yadav, an Indian wrestler and
Olympic bronze medalist, was embroiled in a
high-profile anti-doping case ahead of the 2016
Rio Olympics. The case revolved around
allegations of doping violations and the
subsequent legal battle before the National
Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) and the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS).

B. Issue:

The primary issue in the case was Narsingh
Yadav's alleged violation of anti-doping rules
and the decision by NADA to impose a doping
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sanction on him. Narsingh Yadav maintained
his innocence and claimed that the positive test
result was due to sabotage, with the substance
being deliberately administered to him without
his knowledge or consent.

C. CAS Verdict Controversy: The CAS
verdict in favor of Narsingh Yadav was not
without controversy. The World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) filed an appeal against the CAS
decision at the Swiss Federal Tribunal. WADA
questioned the credibility of the sabotage claim
and sought a further suspension of Narsingh
Yadav's participation in the Olympics. However,
the appeal was rejected by the Swiss Federal
Tribunal, and Narsingh Yadav was allowed to
compete in the Rio Olympics.

D. Impact and Significance:

a. The case of Narsingh Yadav v. National
Anti-Doping Agency & Ors (2016) had significant
ramifications for anti-doping measures in
Indian sports. It highlighted the complexities of
handling doping cases, particularly when
sabotage allegations are involved.

b. The case emphasized the importance of
thorough investigations, due process, and the
presumption of innocence until proven guilty in
anti-doping proceedings. It also underscored
the need for athletes to remain vigilant about
the sources of their food and drink and to take
precautionary measures to safeguard against
potential sabotage attempts.

C. Additionally, the case brought attention
to the challenges faced by athletes and anti-
doping authorities in maintaining clean and fair
competition, especially during critical events
like the Olympics. It prompted discussions on
the need for more robust anti-doping education
and prevention strategies to protect athletes’
reputations and ensure the integrity of sports
competitions.

d. Overall, Narsingh Yadav's case
exemplified the complexities involved in
addressing doping allegations and the
importance of an impartial and transparent
adjudication process in preserving the values of
fair play and clean sport
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GOVERNANCE AND CORRUPTION

I Implementation of Lodha Committee
Recommendations for Better Governance

In response to the 2013 Indian Premier League
(IPL) spot-fixing scandal, a committee headed
by former Chief Justice of India, Justice R.M.
Lodha, was formed in 2015 to propose reforms
for the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) and improve the governance of cricket
in India. The Lodha Committee made a series of
far-reaching recommendations aimed at
enhancing transparency, accountability, and
professionalism in cricket administration. Here is
an overview of some key recommendations
and their implementation:

. Administrative Overhaul:

a. Recommendation: The Lodha
Committee proposed a one-state-one-vote
policy to avoid the dominance of some cricket
associations and ensure fair representation for
all states.

b. Implementation: The BCCI implemented
this recommendation, reducing the influence of
certain powerful cricket associations and
providing a level playing field for all states.

. Age and Tenure Limit for Office Bearers:
a. Recommendation: To prevent
concentration of power, the committee
recommended a maximum tenure of three
years and a cooling-off period between terms
for BCCI office-bearers.

b. Implementation: The BCCI adopted this
recommendation, limiting the tenure of office-
bearers and ensuring fresh faces and ideas in
cricket administration.

. Legalizing Betting:

a. Recommendation: The  committee
proposed legalizing betting in cricket, subject to
strict regulations, to curb illegal activities and
generate revenue for the sport.

b. Implementation: While this
recommendation was not fully implemented at
the national level, certain states, like Sikkim and
Goa, have legalized sports betting, albeit with
restrictions.
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. Conflict of Interest:

a. Recommendation: To address conflicts
of interest, the committee recommended clear
guidelines to prevent individuals from holding
multiple roles in cricket administration.

b. Implementation: The BCCI implemented
this recommendation to minimize potential
conflicts of interest among its officials and
administrators.

. Player Associations:

(o} Recommendation: The committee
suggested establishing independent player
associations to represent and safeguard the
interests of cricketers.

b. Implementation: The BCCIl and various
state cricket associations formed players’
associations to ensure players have a voice in
cricket administration and decision-making.

. Strengthening Anti-Corruption
Measures:
a. Recommendation: To combat

corruption, the committee recommended
bolstering the anti-corruption and security units
of cricket bodies.

b. Implementation: The BCCl enhanced its
anti-corruption measures, collaborated with
low enforcement agencies, and increased
vigilance during matches to curb corruption.

. Compliance with the Lodha Reforms:

a. Recommendation: The committee
mandated that all state cricket associations
must comply with the Lodha reforms.

b. Implementation: The Supreme Court of
India, in 2016 and 2017, directed the BCCI to
ensure that all state associations adhere to the
Lodha Committee recommendations.

. Challenges in Implementation:

The implementation of the Lodha Committee
recommendations has faced challenges, with
some cricket associations = resisting the
changes. The legal battles and objections to
specific reforms have led to delays in full
compliance with the recommendations.
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Il Case Study: Rahul Mehra v. Union of
India (2016)

A. Background:

Rahul Mehra, a noted sports activist and lawyer,
filed a public interest litigation (PIL) before the
Delhi High Court against the Union of India in
2016. The PIL raised concerns about the lack of
sports infrastructure and facilities in the city of
Delhi, particularly in government schools and
public spaces.

B. Issue:

The primary issue in the case was the
inadequate sports infrastructure and facilities in
Delhi, which was impacting the accessibility and
development of sports in the region. The PIL
sought the court's intervention to address this
issue and improve the state of sports
infrastructure in Delhi.

C. Delhi High Court's Decision:

After hearing the arguments presented by the
petitioner and the respondents (Union of India
and others), the Delhi High Court delivered its
judgment in favor of Rahul Mehra. The court
acknowledged the significance of sports
infrastructure in fostering a sports culture and
promoting physical fithess and well-being
among the youth. The court directed the
government and relevant authorities to take
immediate  steps to improve  sports
infrastructure in Delhi, especially in government
schools and public spaces. It emphasized the
need for access to proper sports facilities and
qualified sports teachers to ensure that children
have the opportunity to engage in physical
education and sports activities.

D. Impact and Significance:

The case of Rahul Mehra v. Union of India (2016)
had significant  implications for  sports
development in Delhi and brought attention to
the importance of sports infrastructure in
nurturing talent and promoting a healthy
lifestyle among the youth. The court's decision
highlighted the responsibility of the government
to provide adequate sports facilities to ensure
the fulfillment of children's right to education
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and physical development. Following the court's
verdict, there were initiatives to improve sports
infrastructure and facilities in Delhi. The case
also sparked discussions on the need for similar
PlLs in other states and cities to address the
broader issue of inadequate  sports
infrastructure across the country. Overall, the
case underscored the role of public interest
litigation in addressing societal issues and
advocating for positive changes in sports
infrastructure and development. It also served
as a reminder of the pivotal role sports play in
the overall well-being and growth of the
nation’s youth.

ESPORTS AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS

LEmergence of Esports in India: Esports, the
competitive playing of video games, has
witnessed a remarkable rise in popularity
worldwide, including India. Over the past
decade, esports has transformed from a niche
hobby to a mainstream form of entertainment
and competitive sport. India, with its rapidly
growing gaming community and increasing
access to high-speed internet, has emerged as
a promising market for the esports industry.

ll.Legal Challenges and Lack of Specific Case
Laws: The rapid growth of esports in India has
presented legal challenges, primarily due to the
absence of specific laws and regulations
tailored to the unique aspects of the industry.
Some of the key legal challenges in the Indian
esports landscape include:

A. Recoghnition as a Sport: Esports has yet
to be recognized as an official sport in
India. While the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports has acknowledged its
potential and inclusion in the Asian
Games, formal recognition  would
provide the industry with much-needed
support, funding, and infrastructure.

B. Taxation and Licensing: Esports events
and streaming platforms often grapple
with ambiguous taxation laws and
licensing requirements. The lack of clear
guidelines can lead to confusion and
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compliance issues for organizers and
stakeholders.

C. Player Contracts and Rights: Contracts
between esports players, teams, and
organizers can be complex, and the
absence of industry-specific standard
contracts can lead to disputes over
player rights, compensation, and
intellectual property.

D. Match-Fixing and Integrity: As with
traditional sports, esports faces the risk
of match-fixing and other integrity
issues. Ensuring fair play and integrity in
esports events requires robust anti-
corruption measures and cooperation
between stakeholders.

L. Importance of Clear Contractual Terms
and Dispute Resolution Mechanisms:

Given the complexities of the esports industry,
clear contractual terms are vital to establishing
a strong foundation for agreements between
players, teams, event organizers, and sponsors.
These contracts should address issues such as
player compensation, intellectual property
rights, termination clauses, and dispute
resolution mechanisms. In the absence of
specific case laws for esports, contractual
agreements become even more crucial in
protecting the interests of all parties involved.
Well-drafted contracts can provide clarity in the
event of disputes and ensure that the rights and
obligations of each party are clearly defined.
Dispute resolution mechanisms, such as
arbitration or mediation, can also play a vital
role in resolving conflicts quickly and efficiently.
These mechanisms  offer  confidentiality,
neutrality, and expert decision-making, making
them ideal for resolving disputes within the
rapidly evolving and sensitive esports industry.

Iv. Potential for Growth and Regulation in
the Esports Industry:

The esports industry in India holds immense
potential for growth. With a large and tech-
savvy youth population, increasing internet
penetration, and the rise of mobile gaming, the
market is poised for substantial expansion.
Regulation, in the form of clear guidelines and
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policies, can aid in nurturing a sustainable and
responsible esports ecosystem. Key areas of
potential regulation include recognition of
esports as an official sport, establishment of a
regulatory body for esports governance, tax
incentives for esports events, and guidelines for
player contracts and rights. Moreover,
regulation can help combat match-fixing,
doping, and other integrity issues, ensuring the
industry  maintains  its  credibility and
competitiveness.

V. Conclusion:

The emergence of esports in India is a
testament to the ever-evolving landscape of
sports and entertainment. While legal
challenges and the absence of specific case
laws pose hurdles, clear contractual terms and
robust dispute resolution mechanisms can
safeguard the interests of all stakeholders. As
the esports industry in India continues to
flourish, proactive and balanced regulation can
pave the way for sustainable growth, integrity,
and professionalism, turning India into a
significant player on the global esports stage.
With the right legal framework, esports can
further establish itself as a legitimate and
lucrative industry, providing opportunities for
players, teams, sponsors, and fans alike.”®®
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